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THE STATE ROAD DEPARTMENT 
NEEDS YOUR HELP 


Highway construction in Florida and all over the United States is at its 
highest peak in history. It must remain at such a peak for several years if wc 
are to meet the increasing demands for rapid, safe transportation. 

Mass production of automobiles continues at an enormous pace. Millions of 
tourists travel from one end of the country to another on vacations and sightseeing 
trips. Thousands of commercial vehicles hurry back and forth on a wide variety of 
missions. Weekend trips to grandmother's or a recreation spot are as popular as 
ever. 

It takes millions of miles of modern highways to keep Americans moving. 

It takes land and the property on it to provide the right of way for all these 
highways, Y r our property may be needed. 

You, as a property owner, hold the key to Florida’s — and the nation’s — high¬ 
way system. Without your help our network of highways cannot be as adequate 
as it should be T and may not serve the purpose for which it is intended. 

The Florida State Road Department is seeking your understanding and cooper¬ 
ation. This booklet is designed to help you better understand the problems of right 
of way procurement by anticipating and answering some of the many questions 
which invariably arise when a new road is planned, or when a highway improve¬ 
ment program requires the acquisition of more land. 

Here are some of the questions you probably will want to ask if your property 
lies in the path of proposed road construction: 







WHY 

do I have 


Pity property? 


Your property is needed so that the State Hbad Department may construct 
a highway on it to serve the public. 

: .'V-: : '> 

It s as simple as that. 

The highway may be a super-expressway with six or eight lanes on the National 
System of Interstate Highways. It may be a foundane facility on the State system 
of primary highways. It could have only two lades, although emphasis is now on 
the wider, safer, multi-lane highways* 

But whatever the type or width of the highway, it cannot be constructed 
without your help and your property. Highway engineers select a definite route 
for every highway. Their decisions are base# m definite criteria, some of which 
will be explained in this booklet. One of the routes they decided on runs through 
your property. 

The people, through their elected representatives, have given the State Road 
Department permission to acquire y6ur property for the construction of a highway. 
However, the same laws that give the Road Department such authority also set 
procedures and provkibrts for the protection of the property owner. 
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HOW 

much will I be paid 
for my property? 


You will receive nothing less than the fair market value of your property. 
The National Appraisers" Institute considers the fair market value as “the highest 
price estimated in terms of money which a property will bring if exposed for 
sale in the open market, allowing for a reasonable time to find a purchaser who 
buys with knowledge of all uses to which it is adapted and for which it is capable 
of being used." 

The independent appraiser, the appraiser from the State Road Department 
and the negotiator from the State Road Department — backed up by the State 
Road Board — have the responsibility of making sure you receive the fair market 
value. 

You will receive a prompt cash payment for your property. And, to help 
assure that you receive the fair market value, the State Road Department will 
handle all incidentals of the transaction — such as sales commissions, title insur¬ 
ance, abstract and attorney fees - without any cost to you. 

For example, here is a typical comparison of what you would receive in a 
private sale and what you will receive when you sell to the State Road De- 

Safe to State 

$10,000.00 

None 

None 
None 

$ 10 , 000.00 


partment: Private Sale 

Fair Market Value ..... $10,000.00 

Approximate Costs: 

a. Sales Commission __ 500.00 

b. Title Insurance or Abstract 

Preparation and Attorney Fee __ 100.00 

Total Costs ____-__ $600.00 

Net Return to Owner ...._____ $ 9,400.00 
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MAY I keep my house? 


In a majority of cases, a house and other improvements in a piece of land 
will be included in the sale to the State Road Department. There are times* 
however, when a house or certain improvements are not included. 

If only part of your land is needed for right of way, and your house is located 
on the part that is not needed, the appraisal price will include only the land that 
is needed — and you may keep your house. 

In certain situations the State may buy part of your land and part of your 
house and pay you for remodeling the remainder of your house. 

Another possibility is that the State may buy part of your land and pay you 
for moving your house to the remaining part of your land. 

If you have shrubbery or flowers that you especially care for, it may be 
possible for you to keep them. Sometimes, however* the State must include them 
in its purchase. 

All feasible methods of handling the transaction will be considered by the 
appraisers and discussed with you by the land agent or negotiator. 

Ask as many questions as you like. If these representatives do not know the 
answers, they will help you find them. 
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WILL 

I be paid for any damages to the rest 
of my property? 

Construction of a new highway usually increases the value of adjoining or 
nearby private property. 

In some cases> however, the purchase of only a part of a piece of property 
for highway right of way may decrease the value of the remaining property* 

If this should happen, you will be paid for the loss in value of your remain¬ 
ing property. Such damages or loss in value will be evaluated by the appraiser 
and explained to you by the negotiator* 



my property is worth more now than when 
I bought it. WILLI have to pay any income 
tax on the difference when I sell to the State? 

The Internal Revenue Department usually considers the sale of property to 
the State for public purposes as "involuntary conversion." 

In such cases it is not necessary to pay income tax or capital gains tax on 
your profit — provided that the money you receive is reinvested in similar property 
within 12 months. 

Since tax laws and interpretations vary from time to time, you should check 
with your personal tax advisor or your local office of Internal Revenue concerning 
your particular situation. 








WHAT 

about the loan I have on my property? 


After an agreement lias been reached between you and the State Road Depart¬ 
ment, the land agent or negotiator will deliver full payment to you upon satis¬ 
faction of any outstanding loans or liens. 

It is your responsibility to satisfy all outstanding loans or liens on your property. 

The Road Department always is willing to call together all parties who have 
a financial interest in your property so that all payments can be made at one 
time. Such action will be taken at your request. 


I'm a Veteran. WILL this have any effect on 
my Gl loan? 

The Veterans Administration realizes that the sale of your property at this 
time and in this manner is not your idea. Your GI loan privileges, therefore, will 
be restored and you may use them to purchase other property. You should check 
on all arrangements with your nearest VA Office. 


if I have to move. 

WILL I have time to get relocated? 

Appraisers and land agents work as far ahead of construction as possible so 
that all right of way matters will be completed far in advance of construction 
operations. 

Every effort is made to keep personal inconvenience to a minimum and to 
allow any family or business plenty of time to get relocated. 








WHAT 


if I decide not to sell at the appraisal price? 


Your property will be appraised twice, once by an independent appraiser 
and again by an appraiser who is an employee of the State Road Department. 
Both appraisers will make every effort to be fair, cooperative and understanding. 
In most cases an agreement between the property owner and the State can be 
made on a voluntary basis. 


Differences of opinion may occur, however. In such cases, the next step is 
to put the matter before the courts and let them decide on a fair sale price. Such 
proceedings are called condemnation and are initiated by the State Road De¬ 
partment. 

When the condemnation suit has been filed, the court will appoint two or 
more competent, impartial appraisers to look over your property and set a 
separate appraisal figure for the court. 

You, the property owner, also are entitled to hire an appraiser and establish 
a figure you feel is a fair price. 


The court, in a trial by jury', then will hear all facts pertinent to the appraisal 
value of your property, including a review of the various appraisals that have 
been made. 

The final decision as to what price you will receive for your property is made 
by the jury. 




WHEN 



can you tell me 
something definite? 


It is very difficult to schedule the prog¬ 
ress of a right of way transaction. Each high¬ 
way project is different and, therefore, 
presents a variety of problems in every phase 
from early planning to final construction. 

As mentioned earlier, surveying on or 
near your property is not necessarily an indi¬ 
cation that your property is needed by the 
State Road Department for construction of 
a highway. A visit by an appraiser is an 
indication, how T ever. 

Even after you have been visited by one or two appraisers and a land agent 
or negotiator, it still is difficult to say exactly when your property will be needed* 

The State Road Department, however, will make every effort to keep you 
informed of all developments concerning your property. We will endeavor to 
not bother you unnecessarily and will strive to handle all matters promptly when 
the transaction begins so there will be no last-minute rush to prepare your property 
for highway construction. 

Don't hesitate to contact us if further questions arise. Highway construction 
is a big and complex job. We need your help, and you are entitled to ours. 










